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Nathaniel P T Read
Partner, New York 

+1 212 957 7069 
nread@cohengresser.com 

Practice Areas
Litigation and Arbitration, Class Action
Defense, Commercial Litigation,
Products Liability, Mass Torts and
Consumer Class Actions, Securities
Litigation, Appellate Practice, Directors
and Officers Litigation, Arbitration and
Mediation, Intellectual Property and
Technology, Trade Secret and Unfair
Competition, Privacy and Data Security,
White Collar Defense and Regulation,
Internal Investigations, Employment Law
– U.S., Employment Law, U.S.
Employment Investigations, Korea
Practice

Education
New York University School of Law (J.D.,
magna cum laude, 2001); Swarthmore
College (B.A. 1995)

Bar Admissions

Nathaniel Read is a skilled advocate with significant trial experience in federal
and state courts and international and U.S. arbitration forums. Clients seek
Nate’s expertise on all types of business disputes, particularly those involving
securities, contracts, business torts, trademark and unfair competition,
employment, real estate, and construction. He has also defended many
products liability, mislabeling, antitrust, and other class actions for consumer
products companies, telecommunications and other technology businesses,
and major retailers. Nate has advised clients in Brazil, France, Israel, Italy,
Saudi Arabia, South Korea, and the UK regarding U.S. and international
disputes, and has substantial acumen gathering evidence outside of the U.S.
In addition, Nate has extensive experience representing both companies and
individuals in white collar criminal and regulatory investigations and
enforcement matters.

The Legal 500 U.S. guide has repeatedly recommended Nate for both
commercial litigation and securities litigation, where he has been described
as a “skilled tactician” and “trusted advisor” who “rolls his sleeves up and gets
fully involved while keeping his eye firmly on the bigger picture.” Nate has
also been named a New York Super Lawyer for Business Litigation each year
beginning in 2016.

Nate graduated magna cum laude from New York University School of Law,
where he was a member of the Order of the Coif and a Florence Allen Scholar.
He received his B.A. in theatre studies from Swarthmore College. Before
joining the firm, Nate practiced in the New York offices of Akin Gump Strauss
Hauer & Feld LLP and Quinn Emanuel Urquhart & Sullivan, LLP.

Nate is Co-Chair of Cohen & Gresser’s Diversity and Inclusion Committee. He
is proficient in Spanish.

Commercial Litigation
Obtained complete victory for a premiere beauty and fragrance company
through a consent judgment agreed during trial in trademark and unfair
competition action arising from the sale of counterfeit and defaced goods.

Represented Fortune Global 500 electronics manufacturing and services firm
in bench trial of breach of contract claims against airplane dealer. Court ruled
for Plaintiff (our client), finding two defense witnesses not credible and
awarding all damages sought.

Defending major multinational retailer in a consumer class action alleging
misrepresentations on product labels.

Defended leading provider of enterprise mobile business solutions in three
putative class actions alleging claims of price fixing, concerted refusal to deal,
and conspiracy to monopolize in connection with certain aspects of the
wireless telecommunications market.

Obtaining early and favorable settlement for a major Korean electronics
company in a class action case alleging misrepresentations related to its
televisions.

Defended manufacturer of popular snack foods in four consumer class
actions pending in four separate jurisdictions, including defeating, after an
evidentiary hearing and post-hearing briefing, plaintiffs’ motion to enforce a
purported settlement negotiated with prior counsel.
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New York State; U.S. District Courts for
the Southern and Eastern Districts of
New York; U.S. Court of Appeals for the
Second Circuit; U.S. Court of Appeals for
the Third Circuit

Defended a quick service restaurant company in a breach of contract
international arbitration regarding client’s rights as a corporate franchisee in
Saudi Arabia.

Represented the owner and operator of travel and hospitality websites in
connection with two actions regarding trademark infringement and unfair

competition.

Advised one of the world’s largest consumer products companies regarding the implications of bankruptcy and other
litigation in which a major supplier of the company was involved.

Serve as outside general counsel to leading provider of telecommunications services, including defending lawsuits under
the Fair Debt Collection Procedures Act and the Telephone Consumer Protection Act and advising on business risks.

Obtained dismissal of claims against an individual and entity in a commercial real estate case.

Defended principals of financial consulting firm in action by former employer alleging “raiding” of employees and
usurpation of corporate opportunities.

Defended investment management firm against allegations of breach of fiduciary duty by limited partners.

Represented limited partner in real estate partnership in a suit against the general partner claiming breach of fiduciary duty
in connection with a buyout of a partnership interest at below-market price.

Securities Litigation
Winning dismissal and affirmance by the Second Circuit of a federal securities class action alleging that the trading prices
of a Brazilian mining company’s bonds were inflated due to misrepresentations of environmental risks.

Obtained summary judgment for an investment management company in a suit alleging securities and professional
malpractice claims in connection with investments of deferred compensation in an estate enhancement product funded by
split-dollar variable life insurance.

Represented a major financial institution in class certification discovery in connection with a $1.2 billion class action
litigation, ultimately obtaining summary judgment on behalf of client.

Defended major financial institution in a series of class actions relating to the offering of mortgage-backed securities
representing billions of dollars of potential exposure.

Represented financial institution in AAA arbitration brought by a group of three affiliated insurance companies alleging
that client induced them to purchase residential mortgage-backed securities by misrepresenting the associated credit risk.

Defended a former investment advisor in an arbitration alleging “selling away” and breach of fiduciary duty.

Represented investment fund in securities fraud action against national bank and publicly-traded parent company arising
out of bond offering backed by subprime mortgages.

Represented major international bank in lawsuit against indenture trustee and auditors arising out of fraud in major health-
care receivables securitization.

White Collar Defense
Represent former CFO of a multinational insurance provider in an SEC investigation relating to the company’s accounting
practices.

Represent former Chief Accounting Officer of a publicly-traded real estate investment trust in a purported class action
asserting securities fraud related to alleged “income smoothing” as well as in related SEC and DOJ investigations.

Represented individual in public-integrity investigation, avoiding any charges.

Served as pool counsel for 11 executives in a criminal fraud investigation brought by the United States Attorney for the
Southern District of New York centering on the public contracting business of clients’ employer.

Represented former Wynnefield Capital hedge fund analyst Peter Black in SEC v. Obus, an insider trading case brought by
the SEC in the Southern District of New York, in which the jury returned a unanimous defense verdict after a two-week trial.
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Represented a major communications company in an inquiry from the New York Attorney General’s office concerning
disclosures regarding broadband internet speeds.

Conducted internal investigations of national food-service business relating to pricing practices and government contracts.

Regularly represent market professionals in connection with SEC investigations and enforcement actions.

Activities and Affiliations
Member, American Bar Association (Litigation and Criminal Justice Sections)

Member, New York City Bar Association (Federal Courts Committee and Litigation Committee)

Member, Federal Bar Council


